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8   Plagues and the PassoverKey Themes
• God provides salvation from sin through Jesus.

• God is omnipotent.

Key Passages
• Exodus 7:8–25, 12:1–13, 12:29–30;

1 Corinthians 5:7; John 1:29

Objectives
Students will be able to:

• Identify how God used signs and wonders in Egypt to show 
that He is the one true God.

• Compare the Passover lamb in the Old Testament to the 
Passover Lamb, Jesus, in the New Testament.

Lesson Overview

COME ON IN

Come On In
Write on the board, “Why does Scripture refer to Jesus as a Lamb?”

STUDYING THE WORD

Studying God’s Word page 4

Pharaoh rejected God’s message from Moses and Aaron. God demonstrated His sovereignty, 
omni potence, and faithfulness by sending the ten plagues on Egypt and freeing His people.

  Study the Prepare to Share section.   Go Before the Th rone.

ACTIVITY–ADULT

Activity 1: Ten Plagues of Egypt page 6

Students will record the eff ects of the Ten Plagues and examine how these plagues related to the 
judgment on the Egyptians for worshipping false gods.

  Ten Plagues of Egypt worksheet from the Resource DVD-ROM for each student. One answer key for your use

ACTIVITY–ADULT

Activity 2: Draw a Plague  page 8
Students will review the ten plagues by playing a game similar to Pictionary. 

  Print the following Scripture references on 10 index cards: Exodus 7:20; Exodus 8:3; Exodus 8:17; Exodus 8:24; 
Exodus 9:6; Exodus 9:10; Exodus 9:23; Exodus 10:13; Exodus 10:22; Exodus 12:12.
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PREPARE TO SHARE

Prepare to Share 
SCRIPTURAL BACKGROUND

To prepare yourself and your heart for the lesson 
this week, read Exodus 5–12.

The historical account of Moses leading the Israel-
ites out of Egypt and through the Red Sea is an event 
commemorated every year in the Jewish Passover and 
mentioned many times throughout the Bible (Joshua 
4:23; Nehemiah 9:9; Psalm 106:9; Acts 7:36; 1 Cor-
inthians 10:1–2; Hebrews 11:29). “Thus says the Lord 
God of Israel: ‘Let My people go, that they may hold 
a feast to Me in the wilderness’” (Exodus 5:1). And so 
the passage of God’s people out of Egypt began. This 
first encounter between Moses and Pharaoh would 
prove to be one of many as God continually hardened 
Pharaoh’s heart and he refused to release God’s people 
(Exodus 7:13). Pharaoh’s initial reaction to this first 
of many requests from Moses for deliverance was to 
increase the hardships and labor of the Hebrew slaves 
(Exodus 5:6–14). 

God’s people immediately began to question His 
plan for them (Exodus 5:20–21) by complaining to 
Moses. When Moses questioned God, God reminded 
Moses first of who He is—“I am the Lord” (Exodus 6:2, 
6:8)—and then of the covenant He made with His 
people to give them the land of Canaan (Exodus 6:4–5). 
He is faithful, He is powerful, and He will accomplish 
what He has said.

But God’s plan included more. It included miracu-
lous signs beginning with Aaron’s rod (Exodus 7:8–13) 
and continuing through the plagues brought upon 
Egypt because of Pharaoh’s hardened heart (Exodus 
7:14–10:29). Through all of the first nine plagues, Pha-
raoh did not relent and release the Israelites (Exodus 
10:27)—until the final plague, which killed the first-
born of all of Egypt, including Pharaoh’s own son, and 
even the firstborn of all the animals (Exodus 11:5).

And this is when God prescribed the Passover. It 
was intended to protect God’s people from the last 
devastating plague through the blood of a lamb—a 
lamb without blemish—which would be applied to the 

doorposts of the house (Exodus 12:5–7). God’s promise 
was to pass over the homes of His people. He would not 
strike them when He struck the land of Egypt (Exodus 
12:13). And so we see, as only God can illustrate, a 
perfect foreshadowing of Christ, our Passover Lamb 
(1 Corinthians 5:7). The Lamb who was slain from the 
foundation of the world (Revelation 13:8). The Lamb 
who, by His blood, grants eternal life to all who repent 
and believe in His name (1 Peter 1:18–19). 

APOLOGETICS BACKGROUND
You may hear some try to explain miracles—espe-

cially those performed in Exodus—with naturalistic 
explanations. However, we know from Scripture that 
each of the plagues was predicted by God through 
Moses and Aaron before it occurred. They were obvi-
ously miraculous deeds performed by a holy God. 
Some of the “natural” arguments surrounding the 
plagues include:

• The Nile River turned red due to a species of 
red algae mixed with red dirt. This combination 
washed into the river and made it appear as blood. 

• This alleged red algae produced an anthrax virus 
that moved downstream, killing the fish and 
causing the frogs to escape into the cities and 
countryside. 

• A volcanic eruption in Santorini, Greece, caused 
ash to taint the Nile and provoked the subsequent 
plagues, ending with the ninth plague of darkness 
resulting from volcanic ash in the atmosphere. 

• The Egyptians, in an attempt to appease their gods 
and end the plagues, offered up the firstborn as 
human sacrifices.

In many cases, it takes more creativity, imagina-
tion, and faith to believe some of the theories people 
will contrive in order to discredit God’s Word. We 
know, however, that human understanding cannot 
comprehend the nature and depth of God, for His 
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message is foolishness to those who are perishing 
(1 Corinthians 1:18). 

But we believe that the Bible is the fi nal author-
ity—the infallible and inerrant Word of God. We 
don’t need naturalistic explanations for the amazing 
things our Creator God has accomplished, whether it 
be the plagues of Egypt, a fl oating axe head (2 Kings 
6:6–7), the sun standing still (Joshua 10:13–14), Jesus 
walking on water (Matthew 14:25–26), or the Resur-
rection of our Savior from the tomb (Matthew 28:6). 
We accept the Bible as the Word of the all-knowing 
and all-powerful Creator, who is fully able to perform 
supernatural wonders to accomplish His will.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
Egyptian history can be traced back to Mizraim, 

Noah’s grandson who settled there around 2150 BC 
after the dispersion at Babel (Genesis 11). In fact, the 
Hebrew word for Egypt is Mitsrayim, which is also 
translated as Mizraim (Genesis 10:6, 10:13). The pres-
ent name for Egypt is Misr, derived from the name 
Mizraim—the one who founded Egypt. Shortly after 
Mizraim established this fi rst Egyptian dynasty, Egypt 
began pagan worship, inventing multiple false gods. 
God carried out each plague as a direct response to the 
Pharaoh’s hardened heart. The plagues the Lord sent 
upon Egypt before the Exodus were judgments against 
the many false gods Egypt had devised to replace the 
one true God (Numbers 33:1–4), as shown below:

Plague Egyptian god

1
Nile turned to 

blood
Hapi, god of the Nile River

2 Frogs 
Heqet, goddess of fertility, 

having a frog’s head

3 Gnats or Lice
Geb and Akhor, gods 

of the earth

4 Flies
Khepri, god of creation, 

having a fl y’s head

Plague Egyptian god

5 Death of livestock
Hathor, the mother 

cow goddess

6 Boils Isis, goddess of medicine

7 Hail Nut, goddess of the sky

8 Locusts Seth, god of vegetation

9 Darkness Ra, god of the sun

10
Death of the 

fi rstborn
Pharaoh himself, 
held to be a god

In this account, God revealed that He alone is God 
(Isaiah 46:9), He is to be feared (Joshua 24:14), and He 
is faithful to His promises (Exodus 13:11).

For more information on this topic, see the Online 
Resource Page.

BEFORE THE THRONE

BEFORE THE THRONE

Holy Father I can’t begin to imagine your power, 
wonder, and strength. Th is account gives me a 
glimpse into it. You truly are the only omnipotent 
Creator. Help me to recognize the reality of the 
Exodus of your people from Egypt—the amazing 
things you did, the faithfulness you showed, and 
the punishment you wrought because of unbe-
lief. Lord, please give me wisdom to present this 
lesson in a way that will clearly show the parallel 
between the fi rst Passover and the perfect Pass-
over Lamb who took away the sins of the world. 
Th en I ask you, dear Father, to allow the students 
in my class to see the blood of Jesus Christ as the 
only way to escape the death sentence they carry 
because of their sin.  

 ➤ Pace your lesson! You can use the provided clocks to indicate the time each section should be 
completed to keep the lesson on schedule. While teaching, you can compare your 

anticipated times with the actual time and shorten or drop sections as necessary. 10:30
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STUDYING THE WORD

Studying God’s Word
READ THE WORD

As we begin looking at the text today, we wee that Aaron and Moses had 
returned to Egypt and shown the miraculous signs to the elders of the 
Israelites. Th e Israelites now knew that God had promised to deliver them 
through Moses and Aaron. Moses and Aaron had gone to Pharaoh and 
asked permission to take the Israelites into the wilderness.

Pharaoh refused, as God had told Moses he would, and instead made 
the labor of the slaves harder by making them fi nd their own straw for 
brickmaking. Th e Israelites complained against Moses and God began to 
show the Egyptians His absolute power.

Let’s pick up the account by reading Exodus 7:8–25 together. Have someone 
read the passage aloud.

EXAMINE THE WORD

Observe the Text

Refer to the Bible Study poster to remind your students how to dig deeper into God’s Word by asking 
the right questions.

 ➤ Write on the 
board, “Why does 
Scripture refer to 
Jesus as a Lamb?”

 ➤ Students 
should turn to page 
59 in their Student 
Guides.

Exodus 7:8–25

Review
As we looked at Scripture last week, we saw 
the providential guidance of God in the life 
of Moses. God brought him into the world, 
preserved his life from the death decree 
of Pharaoh, preserved him on the banks 
of the Nile, brought him to the daughter 
of Pharaoh, allowed him to be nursed 
by his mother, caused him to be raised 
in Pharaoh’s court, preserved him from 
being killed after he murdered an Egyptian, 
provided a wife and home in Midian, and 
fi nally called him to be God’s prophet.

Moses was not a perfect man by any means, 
but God used him to bring about His plans.

ü What are some of the shortcomings Moses 
demonstrated? He murdered an Egyptian and 

then fl ed from justice. When God called him, he made 
up excuses and suggested God had the wrong man, 
demonstrating his lack of trust in God.

We all have shortcomings, yet God calls 
us to work with Him in sharing the gospel 
and caring for one another in this world. A 
proper understanding of God’s character 
will allow us to overcome our lack of trust 
in Him and make us willing to go where He 
sends us—without complaint or hesitation.

Today, we will be looking at how God used 
Moses to deliver the Israelites and an 
amazing connection between their 
bondage in Egypt and our 
bondage to sin.
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 ü What kind of a text is this?  Historical narrative.

 ü It’s important to remember that this is a historical text, not just a story.  
When did these events occur?  Around 1491 BC.  Refer to the Seven C’s of History Timeline.

 ü What sign did Aaron do before Pharaoh? His rod turned into a serpent.

 ü What was Pharaoh’s response? He called his wise men and sorcerers and they repeated 
the feat.

 ü How did the sorcerers accomplish this task? With enchantments—possibly illusions.

 ü What was Pharaoh’s response? His heart was hardened and he rejected God’s command, 
just as God had said.

 ü Where did Moses and Aaron meet Pharaoh the next day? They met him as he 
was going to the river (v. 15). This was likely a daily religious ritual (8:20, 9:13) for the Pharaoh as he 
believed the Nile was a holy river.

 ü What sign did God perform through Aaron? All the water in Egypt turned to blood, 
including the Nile.

 ü Were the magicians able to replicate this miracle? They replicated it.

 ü What was Pharaoh’s response? His heart was hardened and he rejected God’s command, 
just as God had said.

 ü What were the immediate consequences of this plague? There was no water to 
drink, the water stank, and the fish in the river died.

 ü Knowing that the Egyptians believed the Nile was a holy river, what was 
God demonstrating through this miracle? He was demonstrating that He was more 
powerful than the river god of the Egyptians.

 ü If the magicians had been truly as powerful as God, what might they have 
done instead of apparently turning some water to blood? They could have 
turned the blood back into water. So they actually demonstrated that God was more powerful.

Discover the Truth

God had sent Moses and Aaron to Pharaoh to demand that he release 
the Israelites for a time of worship. Back at the encounter at the burning 
bush, God had already told Moses that Pharaoh would not release the 
slaves (3:19) and that God would harden his heart (4:21). In these first two 
encounters, God’s words were confirmed as Pharaoh refused to release 
the slaves and hardened his heart.

The magicians were able to replicate, to some degree, the miraculous 
signs, but Aaron’s snake consumed the others, and the magicians did not 
reverse the blood plague.

As we look through the rest of the plagues, we are going to look at the 
attack on the gods of Egypt represented by each plague. In this case, the 
god Hapi was connected to the annual flooding of the Nile that brought 
life to the farmland. If Hapi was as powerful as the Egyptians believed, he 
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Ten Plagues of Egypt
MATERIALS
 Ten Plagues of Egypt worksheet for each student

 Ten Plagues of Egypt answer key 

INSTRUCTIONS

Pass out the worksheets and use the answer key to 
quickly work through the events of the plagues. Provide 
the name of the Egyptian gods for the students and 
briefl y describe the connection to the plague. Gauge the 
time you spend on the plagues so there is time to look 
more closely at the Passover.

We are going to hopscotch through the 
rest of the plagues and then spend a bit 
more time focusing on the fi nal plague. Th is 

worksheet will help us to move through 
these ideas and get the highlights as well 
as look at the gods who were incapable of 
defending their turf.

CONNECT TO THE TRUTH

Th rough all of this, I trust you can see how 
God has demonstrated His control over 
nature, His knowledge of future events, and 
His faithfulness to fulfi ll His promise to free 
the Israelites. He is sovereign, omniscient, 
and faithful, and we should 
be grateful that we can 
love and serve Him.

could have reversed the eff ects of the plague. Th is was not a battle of two 
equal and opposite forces, but the Sovereign God of the 
universe demonstrating His authority over His creation 
and this false god.

READ THE WORD

Our fi nal topic for the day is the prescription for the Israelites to be 
protected from the fi nal plague God would bring on Egypt—the death 
of the fi rstborn. Let’s read Exodus 12:1–13 and 12:29–30 together to 
understand how they would be protected. Have volunteers read the passage aloud.

EXAMINE THE WORD

Now that we have read the text, let’s take some time to observe what it 
is saying to us. Th is process is an important part of understanding what 
God’s Word is telling us.

Observe the Text

 ü To whom did God deliver the instructions for the Passover? To Moses and Aaron.

 ü What were Moses and Aaron to do with the instructions? Pass them along to 
the congregation of Israel.

 ü What was to happen on the tenth day of the month? Each head of a household 
was to take a male lamb without blemish and less than a year old.

Exodus 12:1–13, 
12:29–30
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 ü What provision was made for smaller households? Households could share the 

lamb if they are too small. 

 ü How long was the lamb to be kept in the house? Four days—from the tenth to the 
fourteenth day of the first month (Abib/Nisan).

 ü What happened at twilight on the fourteenth day? All of the lambs were to be killed.

 ü Where was the blood of the lamb to be placed? On the doorposts and lintel (top 
part of the frame) of each house.

 ü What were the specific instructions about eating the lamb? It was to be roasted 
whole with fire, not boiled or raw, eaten with unleavened bread and bitter herbs while wearing a 
belt and sandals with a staff in your hand, and any remaining parts should be burned in the fire 
before morning.

 ü What was the intent of eating the meal in haste while wearing sandals and 
a belt and holding a staff? The Israelites were to be ready to leave Egypt immediately, so the 
traveling clothes were a sign of that preparation to leave immediately.

 ü What was the blood a sign of? God would pass by the houses with the blood and not kill 
the firstborn in those homes.

 ü What took place at midnight? God passed through the land of Egypt and killed the firstborn 
in every household that did not have the blood on the doorposts. This included the livestock.

 ü How extensive was the death? There was death in every household in Egypt that didn’t 
have the blood of the lamb.

 ü How did Pharaoh respond to the deaths? He was part of the great cry that went up 
from the Egyptians. Looking forward to verse 31, Pharaoh finally relented and allowed the Israelites 
to leave—the subject of the next lesson.

Let’s look at some cross-references that help us to connect the events of 
the Passover during the final plague on Egypt and the work of Christ on 
the Cross.

 ü What connection does 1 Corinthians 5:7 make between Christ and the 
Passover? Christ is our Passover who was sacrificed for us.

 ü How did John the Baptist announce the presence of Jesus in John 1:29? He 
called Jesus the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.

 ü The connections between the lamb of the Passover and the Lamb of God 
are very clear. What connections can you make between Christ and the 
Passover lamb?

• The lamb was to be a male without blemish; Christ was sinless, 1 Peter 1:19

• The blood of the lamb was a symbol of trusting in God’s provision of safety; The blood of Christ 
is the symbol of His provision of safety for believers, Ephesians 1:7

• The Passover meal was to be eaten as a memorial of the Exodus; Jesus instituted the Lord’s 
Supper as a memorial of His sacrifice, Luke 22:19–20

• The Lord would execute judgment on all who were not marked by the blood of the lamb; All 
those who are not saved through the blood of Christ will face God’s judgment, Romans 5:9

1 Corinthians 5:7

John 1:29
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Draw a Plague 
MATERIALS
 Index cards with the following Scripture references on 

them: Exodus 7:20; Exodus 8:3; Exodus 8:17; Exodus 8:24; 
Exodus 9:6; Exodus 9:10; Exodus 9:23; Exodus 10:13; Exo-
dus 10:22; Exodus 12:12. 

 Answers should be: Exodus 7:20–waters to blood; 8:3–
frogs; 8:17–lice; 8:24–fl ies; 9:6–animals die; 9:10–boils on 
skin; 9:23–hail and fi re; 10:13–locusts; 10:22–darkness; 
12:12–death to fi rstborn

INSTRUCTIONS

Before beginning this activity, erase the list of plagues you 
put on the board earlier!

Students will review the ten plagues pictionary-style. 
Divide the class into two or more teams. Each team 
will have an opportunity to take an index card with the 
Scripture reference on it, assign it to a team member who 
will read the verse, and draw a picture of the plague being 
described. The team will try to guess which plague is being 
drawn. Each “draw-er” will have 60 seconds after picking 
the card to look the verse up, draw the plague, and have 

his/her team guess what the plague is. If the team doesn’t 
get it in 60 seconds, the next team gets a chance. 

CONNECT TO THE TRUTH

Th is was fun! But the plagues were not fun. 
Th ey were serious and this account gives 
us a very serious look at what God does to 
those who do not obey Him. Th ese plagues 
give just a little insight into how powerful 
God is. His power over nature, life, and 
death is beyond our imagination. 

We often think we are in charge of things. 
But guess what? If God decides to do 
something in our lives, we would not be 
capable of stopping Him. He is absolutely 
sovereign and omnipotent to accomplish 
whatever He wants. Refer to 

the Attributes of God poster.

Discover the Truth

Th e fi nal plague that God brought on the Egyptians brought death to 
the fi rstborn in every household—from Pharaoh down to the slaves. 
Egypt had been devastated in every possible way by the plagues, but the 
intimate nature of the death of the fi rstborn fi nally broke Pharaoh’s will to 
keep the slaves.

In order to protect the Israelites form the devastation, God instituted the 
Passover meal that would be a memorial for the children of Israel each 
year. Th e meal had the initial purpose of preparing the Israelites to leave 
Egypt and memorializing their bondage in Egypt. It was the blood of the 
Passover lamb on the doorposts that signifi ed trust in God’s salvation 
from the fi nal plague. Likewise, Christ is our Passover—the Lamb of God 
who takes away the sins of the world. As the Israelites remembered God’s 
provision through the Passover meal, so we remember 
the provision of Christ’s blood shed for our sins in the 
communion celebration.
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APPLY THE WORD

Applying God’s Word
WHAT YOU HEARD IN THE WORD

As we come to the close of this lesson, we are on the verge of the Exodus 
of the Israelites from Egypt. God had promised to make a great nation of 
the descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob after a period of bondage. 
He was faithful to fulfill that promise, and the plagues on Egypt were all a 
part of His plan to bring the Israelites into the Promised Land.

We have seen God’s sovereign control over the events—He told Moses 
that Pharaoh would reject His command, and God also hardened 
Pharaoh’s heart to bring about the outcome He had planned.

We have also seen God’s omnipotence on display as the plagues 
demonstrated the impotence of the gods worshipped by the Egyptians. 
Even the magicians serving Pharaoh recognized God’s power yet would 
not submit to Him.

Most importantly, we see God’s provision of salvation from the final 
plague and the foreshadowing of the Lamb of God who would come to 
take away the sins of the world and offer His blood so that God’s wrath 
against sin could be withheld from those who trust in Christ. What a 
glorious thought and an opportunity to thank God for His salvation!

GOD’S WORD IN THE REAL WORLD
Now we need to take some time to think about how we apply these ideas 
to our lives.

 ü How can we draw encouragement from the knowledge that God was 
working to relieve the suffering of the Israelites even while their labor got 
harder under Pharaoh’s heavy hand? We must trust that God will bring about release 
from suffering in His timing. He knows all that is happening and we see only a small slice of the 
intricate events of the world. We know that God is faithful to His children and we can trust Him.

 ü How could we use the account of the Passover to share the gospel with 
those who have a Jewish background? Most Jews will know the basic idea of a lamb 
that offered safety from the death of the firstborn. Building from that we can show how the New 
Testament points to Jesus as the Lamb whose blood takes away sin and protects us from the 
judgment for sin that is to come.

 ü Some claim that the plagues on Egypt were simply natural events that the 
writer interpreted as signs from God. For instance, the red color of the 
Nile was due to flooding upstream that washed clay into the stream and 
caused red algae to grow. How could you use the biblical text to refute 
such an idea? The waters became blood; they did not just look like blood. Also, all of the water 
in Egypt was turned to blood, not just the river. Other examples can be shown to be only 
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explainable as a work of God and not a chain of coincidences that were interpreted in a 
superstitious manner. We can look to God’s Word as the authority on this issue.

 ü As you think about your own life, how are you assured that you are safe 
from God’s punishment for sin? It is only by trusting in Christ’s 
work on the Cross as our Passover Lamb that we can be delivered from 
judgment.

MEMORY VERSE

MEMORY VERSE

Exodus 20:1–5a And God spoke all these words, 
saying, “I am the Lord your God, who brought 
you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 
bondage. You shall have no other gods before Me. 
You shall not make for yourself a carved image—
any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, 
or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the 
water under the earth; you shall not bow down to 
them nor serve them.”

GROUP PRAYER TIME–ADULT

GROUP PRAYER TIME

Be sure to pray with your class before you dismiss 
them.

• Th ank God for His miraculous power that can 
control all of nature.

• Th ank God for giving us a way of escape 
from the judgment of sin through Jesus, our 
Passover Lamb.


